
Mammoth Group's Rebuttal To Notice of Denial Of Claims: 

11/22/23 

 

 

Attention MCWD Board and Counsel: 

No official claims have been submitted as claims must be filed in a court of law. Allegations have been 

brought to the attention of the MCWD Board in an effort to inform them of wrongdoing. 

As a courtesy, Mammoth Group, not the individuals named on your notice, will address your counsel's 

assertions, in an effort of good faith to resolve this matter amicably. 

 

1. The assertion that alleged claims filed by the Group under California Health and Safety Code Section 

1430 do not apply because the MCWD is not a "health care facility" is factually incorrect.  The 

allegations by the Group qualified MCWD as a "health facility" not a "health care facility".  However, to 

address the assertions made by the MCWD counsel that this code applies to substandard care by health 

care facilities.  Indeed, the substandard care occurred when the MCWD commenced wastewater 

surveillance in breach of contract and without informed consent and against the wishes of residents. 

Water Districts are health facilities and meet the general definition as defined under the following code: 

2022 California Code 

Health and Safety Code - HSC 

DIVISION 2 - LICENSING PROVISIONS 

CHAPTER 2 - Health Facilities 

ARTICLE 1 - General 

Section 1250. 

"As used in this chapter, “health facility” means a facility, place, or building that is organized, 

maintained, and operated for the diagnosis, care, prevention, and treatment of human illness" 

The MCWD is a facility that is organized, maintained and operated for the care of 

residents/customer's/visitors health and the prevention of human illness. The MCWD treats the water 

and sewage in the mission of preventing human illness and disease.  Customer's of the MCWD have 

residency with the MCWD health facility. 



As stated in the MCWD mission statement:   

"The District provides water and wastewater services to meet the health and safety needs of the 

community." 

These are services that qualify the MCWD under the general definition of "health facility". 

Additionally, California Water Districts are heavily regulated by the California Department of Public 

Health and the Environmental Protection Agency.  Both of these agencies have mission statements 

relating to human health. 

CDPH Mission: 

"To advance the health and well-being of California's diverse people and communities." 

EPA Mission: 

"The mission of EPA is to protect human health and the environment" 

If the MCWD is not a health facility then they would not be regulated by these agencies.  Residents and 

visitors of Mammoth Lakes, CA are using MCWD health facility services. 

MCWD's counsel cited  (Health & Safety Code, §1418.) in support for their assertion that the MCWD 

does not meet the definition of a health care facility. However, this code is irrelevant to the Groups 

allegations and does not define a health facility. 

 

Anna Mehrotra, Director of Wastewater Surveillance at the Water Environment Federation, a partner of 

MCWD, stated on the May 16 2022 edition of the Words On Water Podcast, that Water Districts are 

"public health entities" and "treating wastewater is crucial for preventing disease in a community."  

 

 

 

2.  In rebuttal to The MCWD's counsel's response to allegations by the Group pertaining to reasonable 

searches and seizures, privacy expectations and related concepts: 

 

(a) The assertion that customers are voluntarily flushing their waste into a public sewer is incorrect.  

Customer's are not voluntarily adding their biometric property to the public sewer but in fact doing so 

out of necessity. Therefore, customer's do in fact have a reasonable expectation of privacy.  

Additionally, the sewer is an enclosed system furthering the reasonable expectation of privacy.  

Nobody in their right mind is interested in retrieving raw sewage, except for government and big tech 



data brokers.  Customer's biometric materials are being seized and searched by the very entities in 

which the 4th amendment of the United States of America Constitution is designed to protect against. 

 

(b) The MCWD counsel is also incorrect to state that customers are flushing their waste into the public 

sewer when in fact, in most cases, they are flushing their waste into a private sewer. Private sewer lines 

connect to right of way lines whereby customer's enjoy a necessary easement right of use and all rights 

associated with the necessary easement.  Customer's necessary easement rights extend into the public 

sewer line.  Additionally, at the Oct 19 2023 Board meeting, the MCWD's counsel referred to the waste 

stream as a public facility.  The waste stream is not a public facility.  The waste stream is in a 

necessary easement for the sole purpose of treatment and disposal.  The treatment and disposal as 

defined in the MCWD WATER AND/OR SEWER SERVICE APPLICATION AND AGREEMENT as well as the 

MCWD Sewer Code. 

 

(c) The MCWD counsel's assertion that the District is duty bound to treat and dispose of the aggregated 

waste is correct.  The MCWD's counsels assertion that the District has sole discretion for any testing is 

incorrect.  The MCWD health facility does not have the right or sole discretion to conduct or enable 

experimental research on resident's, customer's, and visitor's biometric materials.  As was asserted by 

members of the public at the August 18 2022 Board meeting discussion about wastewater surveillance.  

Additionally, wastewater surveillance has never been listed on any of the Board's Strategic Plan 

Workshop Agendas, indicating that no such discretion exists. 

 

(d)  The MCWD counsel's assertion that the District takes possession of the aggregated waste is also 

incorrect.  The District does not own the influent.  Customer's biological effects are in fact theirs until 

they are no longer classified as "raw".  After the aggregated waste has been fully treated and 

undergoes the transition from raw material containing identifiable and or nonidentfiable biometric 

information to treated effluent, only then is the MCWD entitled to possession.  For limited purposes 

only, such as selling reclaimed water, or for use in fertilizer, or for gas capture. According to a Sheet 

Newspaper article on October 28 2023 Director Cage disagrees with MCWD's counsels assertion and 

claims the moment you flush your toilet or watch your water run down the sink drain it is no longer 

yours.  "wastewater becomes non-owned".  Director Cage's claim contradicts the counsel's claim that 

the District takes possession of the aggregated waste stream (influent). 

 

(e) The MCWD counsel cited California Code, Water Code - WAT § 31100 as support for his client's 

actions.  However, the use of this code is presented in a factually incorrect manner.  This code only 

applies to the collection of sewage for treatment and disposal.  Conducting experimental research on 

raw biometric material is not part of this code.  Additionally, this code states that the MCWD may 



"contract" with any public agency.  No such contract exists.  In fact, the MCWD Board only has a 

Memorandum of Understanding with the Mono County Health Department, which is not legally binding 

nor is it an official contract. 

 

(f )The MCWD counsel is making a false assertion that conducting experimental wastewater surveillance 

research is a matter of grave public concern.  There are no local health emergencies declared in this 

jurisdiction for any of the communicable diseases listed in the experimental wastewater surveillance 

program.  None of these communicable diseases are a matter of grave public concern.  Conducting 

experimental wastewater surveillance research is not a matter of grave public concern.  Additionally, 

the data and research is based on experimental materials and inputs with a disclaimer for  

"performance characteristics of the material or accuracy of the results" and "not intended to diagnose 

or treat any disease".   Furthermore, according to the Washington State Health Department, only 40% 

of people allegedly shed Sars-CoV-2 in their fecal material, undermining the stated purpose.  Even 

more undermining to the stated purpose is the fact that millions of visitors use the sewer in Mammoth 

Lakes as opposed to the less than 9,000 residents.  The millions of visitors use of the sewer renders any 

alleged benefit of wastewater surveillance for the residents of Mammoth Lakes useless.  As was 

concurred by the MCWD Board at the August 18 2022 Board meeting.  According to the Water 

Environment Federation workshops pertaining to Barriers to Wastewater Surveillance Program 

Participation, "not understanding how data are used for action" was among the top 5 concerns.  This 

was followed by "Concerns about data validity". Last but not least, the CDC says "at this time, it is not 

possible to reliably and accurately predict the number of infected individuals in a community based on 

wastewater testing." 

 

(g) The MCWD Counsel denies any contract or relationship with Verily.  However, Verily and the 

WastewaterSCAN program claim a relationship with sewage treatment plants such as MCWD.  

Additionally, on the MCWD Board Meeting JAN 19 2023 Agenda, "MCHD staff reported that they located 

sampling equipment which could be provided through a cooperative agreement between the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Water Environment Federation (WEF)". The CDC and 

Verily are partners and they partnered with the Mono County Health Department whom the MCWD has 

partnered with.  The MCWD is partnered with and has a connection to Verily Life Sciences LLC.   

Furthermore, MCWD partnered with the Water Environment Federation (WEF) when they accepted the 

auto-sampler free of charge.  Anna Mehrotra Director of Wastewater Surveillance at the WEF 

conveyed that water districts don't have to use the auto samplers for wastewater surveillance, but they 

might help them if they would like to participate in a wastewater surveillance program.  The WEF is 

partnered with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) which operates the National 

Wasewater Surveillance System (NWSS).  The WastewaterSCAN Program is partnered with Verily Life 

Sciences LLC and is part of the NWSS.  The MCWD Board's decision to participate in wastewater 

surveillance effectively partnered them with the Mono County Health Department, WEF, CDC, NWSS, 



WastewaterSCAN program, and Verily Life Sciences LLC and other partners. 

 

https://publichealth.verily.com/?v=SC2_N&l=Mammoth%2C+CA 

 

WastewaterSCAN provides testing, sampling supplies and shipping free of charge to treatment plants.   

The following quote is taken directly from https://publichealth.verily.com/about 

"Sewage treatment plants will get kits to sample wastewater solids three times a week and ship them 

for lab analysis at no cost." 

This is evidence that the MCWD does in fact have a relationship with Verily. 

The following quote is taken directly from https://www.wastewaterscan.org/en 

"Wastewater samples are collected from participating sewage treatment plants in nearly 200 locations 

across 36 states, serving more than 42 million people." 

On the WastewaterSCAN Dashboard and publichealth.verily website, Mammoth Community Water 

District is named. 

The MCWD Board and counsel are denying any relationship with Verily and their role in the 

WastewaterSCAN program, yet those entities clearly state they have a relationship with participating 

sewage treatment plants such as the MCWD. 

 

Conclusion: 

The MCWD is a health facility.  The MCWD Board has partnered with Verily Life Sciences LLC through 

third parties to conduct experimental research with resident's/customer's/visitor's raw biometric 

materials without their knowledge and or consent.  The MCWD has never tested influent or enabled 

outside agencies to test the influent for pathogens until March 2023.  Testing the influent is outside 

the scope of services in the contract between the MCWD and their customers.  The MCWD Board has 

exposed itself to current and future liability.  The MCWD's primary source of funding is derived from 

property taxes.  The MCWD Board breached their fiduciary duties when they knowingly exposed the 

agency to liability and did not cease and desist. The MCWD Board has exposed 

residents/customers/visitors to informational risks and data breaches without their knowledge and or 

consent.  The MCWD Board has opened the door for the red lining of resident's of Mammoth Lakes 

with biopower surveillance. 

 

https://publichealth.verily.com/?v=SC2_N&l=Mammoth%2C+CA
https://publichealth.verily.com/about
https://www.wastewaterscan.org/en


In order for biometric/biological sample materials to be made possible one must consider the economics 

involved.  The biological processes of life are not free of charge.  The cost of housing, cost of food, 

cost of utilities, labors etc, and all other costs relevant to living in Mammoth Lakes, CA make it possible 

for one to provide biometric/biological samples.  The social norms of just a few years ago was that 

one's biometric materials going down the drain was for treatment and disposal only and was nothing 

more than waste is no longer the case.  Technological advancements have changed the notion that 

one's "waste" is actually "waste".  Our biometric material is not being freely given over to companies 

conducting experimental research.  The MCWD has usurped our biometric materials and essentially 

claimed ownership over not just our biometric materials but the very biological processes which make 

such materials possible.  The MCWD Board is claiming ownership over human life and effects!  The 

MCWD Board has sold out their customer's biometric information, including that of their own family 

members, to a company owned by Google Inc. which has a track record of unlawful and illegal data 

breaches. The MCWD Board has demonstrated a lack of honor, dignity, and respect for human life.  If 

the MCWD Board is so adamant about continuing this demeaning, unethical, exploitative, unproven and 

unlawful practice, may their actions henceforth forever seal this blight upon their legacies! 

 

Sincerely, 

Mammoth Group 


